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s imply . . .t h e p a g e i n d i c a t e d that the State of Nebraska has
the costliest system of postsecondary education i n t h e
United States when we look at all elements of postsecondary
educat i on , i . e . , the state colleges, the University system
and the vocational and tech. s chools . W h en t h e y a re a l l
put together it turns out that we have the costliest system
of educating people after high school i n th e n a t i o n . Now I
am of the opinion that that system needs to be changed. We
reed to get more education for our do l l a r . A l ot of my
colleagues feel the same way. We need to get more education
for our finite resources. The only way that can be done, in
my view, i s t o b eg i n t h i s long, tedious and painful process
of restructuring the delivery of postsecondary education in
N ebraska . So l ong as w e h a v e an elected board of regents
and appointed state c ol l ege b o a rd , and locally elected
members of boards of trustees of our vocational-technical
schools, I think we have every factor in place to totally
prevent, to totally and absolutely prevent a ny s i g n i f i c a n t
restructuring of t h is costly system in our state o f
p ostsecondary educa t i o n . So it seems to me that the first
step is to put our state institutions on t he square , w h i c h
is we have an appointed state c ol l ege b o a rd , a n d w e h av e a n
appointed board of regents. Now once that small change is
sade, and it is a significant change, once it is made at
least it e liminates o ne of t he i nh i b i t i ng f actor s t o
structural reform in the way we deliver education i n t h i s
state . Th er e a r e o ther steps tha t we w i l l h av e t o
u ndert a ke . Senat o r L a m b , I kn o w , ha s be e n a l ong- t i me
advocate of a state takeo ver o f t h e s tat e
v ocat i o n a l - t . e r h n i c a l sch o o l s . I share h i m i n t h at p oi n t o f
view. I thank others do a s we l l . T hi s i s n ot a: . i ssue t h at
w il l be ac comp l i she d o r on an ag enda t ha t c an be
accomplished overnight. But it is an a genda that can be
accomplished in a decade. The f r r st i t em, i n my v i ew , i s t o
began with appointed r egents . Ni nd you w e d on' t e v e n h a v e
the last word on the issue.

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR V. J OHNSON: Again , a s S e n a t o r H a b e rman h as wi s e l y
pointed out, he' s done an excellent job I think on his kill
motion, as he's wisely pointed out it is not right for us to
simply pass the buck to the voters an d sa y l et t he vo t e r s
decide the issue. We need to first decide in our mind as to
whether or no t it i s a n app r o p r i a t e i ssue or not an
a ppropr i a t e i ssu e . I think it is a perfectly appropriate

3552


